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RECEIVED 
MAY 1 8 2004 

Federal Cwnmunicaths Commission 
Office of me Secremy 

The Ernbrssy of caaada paesmts its compliments to the Unitcd State Department 

of State aadjLsp the honour t~ d e r  to rhe Federal Cmrununicalions Commission's Public Noricc 

DA 03-3585 dated NOVmbR 7,2003. 

The Embassy hus the honour to enclosc comments which it requests that the 

Departmeat of State f0nV;lrd to the FCC md to otha appropriate agencies Q.c. the Natiod 

Telefommunications and I n f d o n  Adminiamlion, the US. Coest G u d ,  U.S. Departmat of 

Transporration, the Saint Lawrmce Seaway Development Corporation). 

- 

Canada hss been following with interest the communicatioru bdween various 

U.S. agencies (the F e d d  Communicatiops G a ~ s i 0 4  the National TcleccmmunicatioPr and 

Information Administration (NTIA), the U.S. Coast U.S. Depsrtmmt of Trampottation. 

the S a h t  Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation) and M h E L ,  hc (Mdtd) rtg;nding 

the use of channels 87B and 88B in the m d h e  mobile fiequmq band. 



~ .. ., .. 

Parallel Mobilc Public Corrcspodsnce on the Gnat LaLes end the St Lamence Seaway of the 

1962 Agrement Con& the Coordination and Use of Radio Frequencies Above 30 

Megacycles pa Scad (Above 30 MHz Coordination Agrtanen!) between ow two 

govanmenk dlob a number of specific channels for the exclusive and priority use of each 

country near the canadaN.S. border. Namely, Attachment E identifies four chanuels, including 

chaunel88. as Canadian channels for which international coordinalion would be required if 
* 

assigned in the bordq &ea by U.S. a e c i a .  AtIacbment E fkrtha stipulates thllt m y  U.S. 

assignment of these channels in the frequency ooordinatian zone will have to be vacated if 

requested by Canada Since 1962, the Govamnent of Cansda has been and wiU amlinue to 

assert complete authority within its jurisdiction for rhe disposition and u9c of channels 24,85,27 

and 08 as spaif id in Attachment E ofAnangcment A. As L rcsdt, it is Canada's view thst 
___ -. ---- ~ .. - -  . ~~~~~ 

- -- ~ ~~ ~- 

assertions made by Maritel in their various petitions which iafer limitations on the use of chamel 

acrethe- ' govcmment within our mv&w taritory =incorrect. Clearly. &MC 

a s s d o n s  contradict cemin provisions of the abovcmdoned treary between our two 

governmalu. 

Fllrthermore, following the decisioM taka at WRC-97 with q e c t  to Automatic 

Identibtion Sptcm (AIS) allocations, Canada has b a n  planning md will continue to 

the implementation of the AIS using channel 88. Canada is cumntly amding the tcclmicnl 

standard in whjch we d e h e  the use of hqucnci*l in the maritime mobile fiquency bend in 
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Canada Channels 87B and 88B have been resaved for thc exclusive purpose of AIS opaations, 

by land and mobile stations in the maritime mobile service. a d  will no longa be available for 

public comespondface in Canada 

Although we ~ t e  that upe of channel 878 widin the border pea ir tbe subjeszt of 

continued negotiation between our two administrations, we stmngly support the UMELpt that the 

use of these two &annels, in all areas including thc border w, shall be unimpeded. Noting the 

geographical proximity of our two co\maies, and the difficultia which would be enpaimced 

though the UM of differing mua~cies for ship borne AIS communicutjons betwan om two 

countries, we would strongly discourage any adion which would channels other than 87B 

and 888 being used for AIS pqoses .  

F h &  we wish to support the views ~ X F C S S C ~  by the NTIA in petition 

RM-I 0821. In particular, Canada stmngly s h  the View that the hplunmtatioa of AIS on 

channels 87B and 88B is a matter of national and h t d o n d  impOrtaDce 4th rap& to 

eoslping the s a f q  and security of ship movcnmt in *e circat Lgkes and SC LDwrencc SEI 

Likc the NTIA, wc behve that these concerns must take prccdmcc over my coptlcfhg el 

by any other stakeho+. f I 

In 4 r n u y .  Canada is moving f m l r d  6th its plans to hplenrcnt an AIS 
I 

I 

I 
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chanuels 87B and 88B. If adopted, Maritel's propod for a rulanaking would seriously 

compromise Canada's plans and the joint effor~ of our two govermnents tow& implanenting a 

Noah American s y s t d .  In addition, such a rulemaking would be inconsistent Vrih the Above 

30MHzCdinationAgreemeaL 

The E m b w  of Canada avails itself of this oppOmmity to renew to the 

Department olState the assurmc~ of itp hi&& knsideratim 

! '  
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